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NOTE FROM DON 
 

There are times when all of us can be a tad 
controlling, manipulative, or self-serving to some 
degree.  We’ve all been down that road where we 
believe our judgment is better than the one standing 
next to us.  It is usually either because of 
experience or training or just the fact that we 
unfortunately have celebrated more birthdays than 
others.  It happens all the time; it’s just a part of 
life.  The young step into positions of responsibility 
every day as their elders either reluctantly or 
joyously surrender these roles. 

A couple of weeks ago I was thrust into this 
position of playing the role of the elder (which I’m 
told I better get used to) as my daughter Kelsey 
turned 16 and went to get her driver’s license.  It 
has been one thing to sit there in the passenger seat 
and instruct her and applaud her.  That’s the role 
I’ve gotten used to.  But to step out of the car and 
let this small, tiny girl who seemed to just quit 
playing with dolls yesterday and now in my opinion 
can barely reach the peddles or see over the 
dashboard, much less drive on her own.  This is an 
act of faith. 

This is where I hold on with white knuckles 
to the keys of the car because it’s hard to let go of 
what I once controlled.  But our Lord has called me 
to let go, because it’s her turn.  And someday she 
will teach her son or daughter to drive but only if I 
let her go today.  Faith is difficult to learn, and as 
we all know, it doesn’t happen overnight. 

Eight days after Kelsey was given the keys, 
she called us and said she had been in a little 
accident.  It was nothing big, but it was enough to 
scare you.  We didn’t take away those keys that 
were so difficult to hand over in the first place.  In 
fact, we gave them right back even when she didn’t 
want them.  That’s the only way she will ever learn. 

We can’t go down to the Department of 
Public Safety and apply for a license and pay a little 
fee that gives us faith.  Faith is something we learn 
as time goes along and…well, it’s totally free and 
much needed.  For we all have little accidents along 
the way, just like Kelsey.  And she is an officer on 
her school drill team and that grace was necessary 
when she ran into the coach of the football team.  
Then again, so is forgiveness because she will see 
him every Friday night. 

     
 In His Grip, 

             DON 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Random Thought 
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How can the Energizer Bunny 
go so long without eating? 


